Sixth Grade Writing Lesson #1
with Narrative Prompt

Title: My Place in the Family
Grade: Sixth Grade
Core Standards: 4060-0801
4060-0802
Objective/Purpose: To organize and draft a persuasive paper using a

graphic organizer.
Time Required: Two or three class periods

Teacher Materials: Book for read-aloud and discussion (select one)
My Rotten, Redheaded Older Brother, Patricia Polacco
Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing, Judy Blume
The Summer of the Swans, Betsy Byars
“Salvador Late or Early”, Sandra Cisneros
(short story from Woman Hollering Creek and
Other Stories)
Julius, the Baby of the World, Kevin Henke

Student Materials: Graphic organizer
Writing paper

What to Do:

1. Discuss the following questions with the class: What does “place in the family”
mean? What is your place in the family? How do you feel about your place?

2. Read aloud from one of the suggested books.

3. Complete the graphic organizer as a whole class. Using characters from the read-
aloud, show how a paragraph with a main idea and supporting details develops.

4. Model a second graphic organizer for the whole class, using your own life
experience.

5. Ask students to complete their own graphic organizers using one type you have
taught and used.
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6. Model for students how to create paragraphs using the information listed in each
category on the graphic organizer (using a main idea and 4-5 supporting sentences
with details).

7. Have students draft a persuasive paper using the completed graphic organizer.
(Remind students to address the paper to a specific audience.)

8. Allow students to share excerpts from their drafts with small groups.

9. With the permission of student writers, place several sample papers on an overhead
and discuss them as a class.

10. Using the Six Traits rubric, have the class score several papers.

Writing Prompt: Everyone has a place in a family. Write a paper telling the reader of the
advantages and disadvantages of your place.
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Student Paper #1
(Sixth Grade Student)

Title: “Not That Bad”
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Student Paper #1: Scores
(Sixth Grade Student)
Six Traits Scores and Commentary

Title: “Not That Bad!”

Ideas and Content: [5]
e The writer uses a personal experience.
e There are excellent main ideas with supporting details.
e The writer shows control of the subject. The writing is enlightening and
entertaining.

Organization: [5]
e The writer has produced a solid introduction and conclusion.
e The details follow the main ideas with effective transitions.
e The writing is well balanced.

Sentence Fluency: [5]

The writing is natural, powerful, and graceful.

Sentences begin differently; some sentences are long and some are short.
The writer uses fragments well.

Questions lead to explanations.

Word Choice: [5]
e There are many well-chosen words used accurately; words are also striking but
natural.
e Expressions are fresh and appealing; there is no slang.
e Verbs and adjectives are strong and colorful.
e The writer uses similes to pull the reader in.

Voice: [5]
e The writer addresses the audience in a natural way.
e Similes and metaphors are used naturally, leaving the reader wanting more.
e There is a connection that comes from “knowing” the writer.

Conventions: [5]
e Spelling, punctuation, and quotation marks are used accurately.
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Student Paper #2
(Sixth Grade Student)

Title: “The Oldest”
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Student Paper #2
(Sixth Grade Student)
Six Traits Scores and Commentary

Title: “The Oldest”

Ideas and Content: [5]
e The writer uses a catchy beginning. Ideas are well connected, balanced, and hold the
reader’s attention.
e The writer successfully weaves a narrative throughout the paper.

Organization: [5]
e Excellent beginning and conclusion.
e There are well-developed ideas that move from one paragraph to another.

Sentence Fluency: [4]
e Sentences are generally well crafted, but the writer begins several paragraphs the
same way.

Word Choice: [5]
e Words are specific and used accurately.
e The writer uses strong imagery with similes throughout.
e The paper is fresh and captivating.

Voice: [5]
e The writer took some risks to put across the story.
e The language brings life to the writing.

Convention: [5]
e Grammar, spelling, and punctuation are generally correct.
e The student has written enough text to demonstrate understanding of conventions.
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Student Paper #3
(Sixth Grade Student)

Title: “Only Child”
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Student Paper #3: Scores
(Sixth Grade Student)
Six Traits Scores and Commentary

Title: “Only Child”

Ideas and Content: [4]
e The writer has a main idea and supporting details.
e The ideas are connected.
e The writer has given some specific points, but the content should be stronger.

Organization: [3]
e The introduction and conclusion are weak.
e Some transitions are effective; others are weak.
e The pace is good but could have been smoother.

Sentence Fluency: [3]
e Sentences are all generally short, but with good beginnings.

Word Choice: [3]
e Meaning is generally clear, but word choices do not distinguish the paper.

Voice: [4]
e The student starts out writing about wanting a brother, but does not sustain the
voice.

Conventions: [3]
e There are some spelling errors.
e Commas are missing where needed.
e Several word endings are missing an “s”.
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Student Paper #4
(Sixth Grade Student)

Title: “Are you the Youngest?”
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Student Paper #4: Scores
(Sixth Grade Student)
Six Traits Scores and Commentary

Title: “Are You the Youngest?”

Ideas and Content: [3]
e |deas are not developed thoroughly.
e The paper lacks depth.

Organization: [3]
e The paper shows good organization and conclusions, but it lacks effective
transitions.
e Some details confuse rather than clarify.

Sentence Fluency: [3]
e Sentences are choppy and simplistic.
e Variety is missing; most sentences are the same length and start the same way.

Word Choice: [3]
e Style is conversational but ineffective.
e There are vague references rather than precise word choices.

Voice: [3]
e The writing is mundane; it lacks personality.

Conventions: [3]
e Periods and capitals are missing in several sections.
e Abbreviations are used instead of complete words.
e Digits are used when numbers should be spelled out.
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Sixth Grade Writing Lesson #2
with Social Studies Prompt

Title: I’'m a Greek

Grade: Sixth

Core Standards: Language Arts Standard 8. Students write daily to
communicate effectively for a variety of purposes and
audiences.

Social Studies Standard 4, Objective 3c. Identify important
leaders of Greece and Rome.

Objective/Purpose: Students will study the important leaders of Greece and write
to share an autobiographical incident from one leader’s life.

Time Required: Three or four class periods

Teacher Materials: Social studies textbook
Selected autobiographies
Selected Internet sites
Encyclopedias

Suggested Books: Texts from the series Biographies of Ancient Civilizations are
helpful for introducing students to the genre of biographies
and autobiographies.

In addition, some texts to read with the class include:

Librarian Who Measured the Earth,

ISBN 03116515264

Life and Times of Pericles, ISBN 1584153393

The Life and Times of Socrates, ISBN 1584152826
Wise Guy: The Life and Philosophy of Socrates,
ISBN 0374312494

Student Materials: Access to computer/Internet, resource books
Pencil and writing paper
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What to Do:

Prior to this writing lesson, teachers should provide students with lessons to build the knowledge
required to meet the benchmarks in Social Studies Standard 4. They should have enough
background knowledge about important Greek leaders to thoughtfully select one person to
research and write about.

1.

10.

11.

Organize students into small groups. Instruct each group to brainstorm and list the
important leaders of ancient Greece.

Conduct a whole class review of the important Greek leaders. Each group presents
their list and all names are compiled into a final whole class list.

Provide students with the prompt. Explain that their assignment is to write a 1-2
page autobiographical account of one important Greek leader. Students select an
individual to write about.

Pre-write (plan). Read aloud—as a whole class, independently or in student pairs—
several biographies or autobiographies. As a class, identify information that should
be included in an autobiographical story.

Review the process of writing a story in sequential order. Provide appropriate
support and graphic organizers or outlines for writing a personal story.

Students begin to brainstorm and list the information they know about the leader
they have chosen. In order to complete their outlines or graphic organizers, students
narrow their topic to one story or personal incident about their leader.

As necessary, provide mini-lessons appropriate to conducting research and writing
an autobiographical incident.

Write (compose). After researching the leader and completing their graphic
organizer, students draft their autobiographical incident (story). Instruct students to
pay particular attention to adopting the leader’s voice and style.

Revise (improve). Students read their story to a partner. Based on their partner’s
comments or questions, students improve their drafts. Encourage them to clarify
main points and to add descriptive detail. Finally, students revise their story.

Edit (proofread). Students review their story one final time. They check for correct
capitalization, spelling, and punctuation.

Publish (share). Finally, students rewrite their story in a format for publishing.
Provide time for students to share their story with the class.
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Writing Prompt: Many important leaders were responsible for the advancement and growth of
the Greek civilization. Select one important Greek leader to research. Study
this person and identify one incident from his/her life that is particularly

significant to the history of Greece. Adopt the leader’s voice and retell this
incident from his/her point of view.
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Student Paper #1
(Sixth Grade Studant)

Exemplary Example (Lycurgus)
Title: “I'm a Greak”
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Student Paper #1
(Sixth Grade Student)
Exemplary Example (Lycurgus)
Title: "“I'm a Greek”
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Student Paper #1
(Sixth Grade Student)
Exemplary Example (Lycurgus)
Title: “I'm a Greek"
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Student Paper #1
(Sixth Grade Student)
Six Traits Scores and Commentary
Exemplary Example (Lycurgus)

Title: “I'm a Greek”

Ideas and Content: [5]
e The paper is clear and focused.
e The anecdotes enrich the central theme of the piece.
e Details are present and support the main ideas.

Organization: [4]
e The structure is strong and moves the reader through the piece.
e The introduction and conclusion frame the writing.

Voice: [5]
e The writer speaks to the reader in a way that is interesting and engaging.
e The writer crafts the piece in a way that reflects a deep understanding of the topic.

Word Choice: [5]
e Words are precise and used in a natural and interesting way.

Sentence Fluency: [5]
e The sentences vary in length and add variety.
e The piece has an easy flow and cadence.
e There is use of connectives that allow the piece to build energy.

Conventions: [5]
e Standard conventions are accurate and paragraph structure is strong.
e The piece is very close to being ready to publish.

OVERALL SCORE: [5]
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Student Paper #2 ,
(Sixth Grade Student) fation &
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Student Paper #2
(Sixth Grade Student)

Average Example {Plato)
Title: “I'm a Greek"
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Student Paper #2
(Sixth Grade Student)
Six Traits Scores and Commentary
Average Example (Plato)

Title: “I'm a Greek”

Ideas and Content: [3]
e The writer addresses the prompt, but doesn’t reflect a deep understanding of Plato.
e The topic is clear but more details are needed to support the story.

Organization: [3]
e The pacing is controlled and can move the reader through the piece without
confusion.
e The organization supports the topic but wavers towards the conclusion of the story.

Voice: [3]
e The writing is pleasing, yet doesn’t display real engagement in the piece.

Word Choice: [3]
e Itis easy to understand the writer's message on a general level.
e Despite the clarity of the piece, it reveals little energy or precision.

Sentence Fluency [3]
e The sentences start in a variety of ways and are purposeful in the story.
e Some sentences flow smoothly.

Conventions: [4]
e The conventions are reasonably accurate.
e Minor proofreading is necessary to clarify some points.

OVERALL SCORE: [3]
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Student Paper #3
(Sixth Grade Student) : N o H_
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Student Paper #3
(Sixth Grade Student)
Six Traits Scores and Commentary
Below Average (Socrates)

Title: “I'm a Greek”

Ideas and Content: [3]
e The writer's ideas are reasonably clear but more details are needed to define the topic.
e The reader is left with questions that are not answered in the paper.

Organization: [2]
e The organization supports the storyline but the pacing feels awkward.
e The lack of structure is distracting and makes the story difficult to follow toward the
end of the story.

Voice: [2]
e The narrative seems to be sincere but doesn’t engage the reader.
e The story is merely a telling of events with no emotional highs or lows.

Word Choice: [1]
e The writer demonstrates a limited vocabulary and has not used words that convey
specific details and meaning.

Sentence Fluency: [1]
e Most sentences begin the same way.
e Many of the sentences are run-ons.

Conventions: [1]
e Errors in spelling, punctuation, grammar, and paragraphing are distracting.
¢ |t takes rereading the story to understand the meaning.

OVERALL SCORE: [2]
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Sixth Grade Writing Lesson #3
with Social Studies Prompt

Title: Write It Down!

Grade: Sixth

Core Standards: Language Arts Standard 8. Students write daily to
communicate effectively for a variety of purposes and
audiences.

Social Studies Standard 4, Objectives 2 and 3. Students
explore the cultures of ancient civilizations.

Objective/Purpose: Students will write a persuasive paper that argues the value of
writing down laws in ancient Rome.

Time Required: One or two days

Teacher Materials: Social studies textbook
Information about the Twelve Tables of Rome
Selected graphic organizers

Student Materials: Information about the Twelve Tables of Rome
Access to computer/Internet
Pencil
Writing paper

What to Do:

Prior to this writing lesson, teachers should provide students with lessons to build the knowledge
required to meet the benchmarks in Social Studies Standard 4. They should have enough
background knowledge about ancient Rome and the Twelve Tables to thoughtfully write a
persuasive paper about the need for a systematic, written law code.

1. Review for students the events that lead to the development of the Twelve Tables of
Rome. Read appropriate texts or documents. Highlight information about the
government and how it affected the Plebeians. Explain that the Patricians did not
feel obligated to have a written law code for the Plebeians to follow.

2. Present students with the prompt. Explain that they will adopt the voice of an ancient

Plebeian. It is their job to persuade the Patricians to write down laws. Their case
must be supported by three strong arguments.
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3. Organize students into pairs and provide them with a graphic organizer that will help
them list the pros and cons of writing down the law. Instruct each pair to brainstorm
and list pros and cons.

4. Conduct a whole class discussion about the pros and cons of writing down the laws.
Why did the Patricians feel it wasn’t necessary? Why were the Plebeians so
passionate about the value of having laws written down?

5. Pre-write (plan). Remind students that their assignment is to adopt the point of view
of a Plebeian. Instruct them to review the list of “pros” on the board and decide
which three “pros” or reasons are the strongest. Students will record these reasons
and use them in their persuasive essay.

6. As necessary, provide mini-lessons and graphic organizers appropriate for writing a
persuasive essay.

7.  Write (compose). Using the arguments selected from the class list and their own
background knowledge, students write a rough draft of their persuasive paper.
Remind them to adopt the point of view of a Plebeian and to use factual information
as well as personal anecdotes to present their argument.

8. Revise (improve). Students read their papers to their partner. Based on their
partner’'s comments or questions, students strengthen their argument by clarifying
ideas and adding descriptive detail. Finally, students revise their arguments and
prepare their final copy.

9. Edit (proofread). Students review their arguments for a final time. They check for
correct capitalization, spelling, and punctuation.

10.  Publish (share). Finally, students rewrite their final copy. Provide time for students
to share their arguments in small groups or with the class.

Writing Prompt: You are a Plebeian. The Patricians have decided to let you state your case
about the value of having a systematic, written law code. In a 1-2 page
persuasive paper, present at least three reasons why laws should be written
down and include personal anecdotes to support your reasons. Follow the
provided persuasive paper graphic organizer.
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Student Paper #1
(Sixth Grade Student)
Exemplary Example (“Laws Should Be Written")
Title: “Write it Down!" J
i

LQMW‘S Thowld be WreTen dote
Laws S‘Am:‘]fl be writen &awn,@

IWC we G!angf W ff@ Mf-m Clawn,l?f
Jeave Town, and T sere peaple will
%Hw me, Anoﬁ\er reospa S your
joil il be falle My last reasn is
theee will be less p{-*apfﬁ* because mast
wi ll be 7a J&;f.'_

Some PEﬂp{F ﬁxfnfi Fhat thisis a
Pan scam. THs not fua Lor The plebiog
That shows yon how we are Freafed
by fhe perTf?sfans.

Remember my chyme; write The laws
lowa or T leave Town” I+s nol just
n rhyme. Tts Frue. Youll Rave 10 peoph.
joull be gad,

Your Jajl will be full, Dnce my
L;a{“ht‘-r was sent to jeal, He broke
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Student Paper #1
{Sixth Grade Student)
Exemplary Example (“Laws Should Be Written™)
Title: “Write It Down!”

out and moved TL;? §pM7L&L, He loves
The gﬁwrnmenf*, Now he's Iived Here
Loy Zéyea.rs:. He died yer*rfrol&y.

' Y.ﬂmr’jf}:f? will be fwull Do you
Know how mucel T costs To house
an famalt, Lots of The g reen stull
WE‘” 7Dar you myéf‘ 99[0( waM\ Jrom
dont wwant That:

These owe My theee reosoms for lows
Eaeing W ithen Glﬂw’m Firgtfi’f” [eave Tow,
Nest, your soil will be €nll aad
Jost youlll have more people 14 town

be ¢ ause H\E‘r? na‘}' Inja-;‘[;
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Student Paper #1
(Sixth Grade Student)
Six Traits Scores and Commentary
Exemplary Example

Title: “Laws Should Be Written Down”

Ideas and Content: [5]
e The topic is narrow and manageable.
e The writer provides fairly accurate details that show insight and understanding.
e The reasoning is fresh, original, and interesting.

Organization: [5]
e The paper flows smoothly and maintains the purpose throughout.
e The introduction establishes the arguments and the conclusion summarizes them.
e The ideas are connected effectively through strong paragraphs.

Voice: [5]
e The tone and voice are the main strength of the paper.
e The writer speaks directly to the audience and reveals personal, honest insight in an
engaging manner.

Word Choice: [3]
e The writer uses familiar words and communicates a message but the language is
functional and general.

Sentence Fluency: [5]
e Sentence variety adds interest and energy to the piece.
e The writing style enhances the meaning and strengthens the arguments.

Conventions: [4]
e The writer shows general control over standard writing conventions.
e Errors that do exist are minor and don’t distract from readability.

OVERALL SCORE: [4.5]
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Student Paper #2
(Sixth Grade Student)
High Average E:umple (“Being a Plebeian”)
Title: “Write It Down!"™

Ae oo sice of being holll
Y0 Court ot m \ws Ly dﬂﬂ’r ewl
Voow? Well | ot Why? ?rr}awaﬂ {icet, thats
mm Yo dale someme Yo court L5 soms -
ng Thay dont e ot Second, I
hm 0N 42l oWrypne ook ot Lash, 42
s peope wake should be Writden, jugh in

C0ee.

Ohier Dlebizns, Hhink thode Soliat
he wrirign laws. Al Hey con et i \fe
Yo woy ir i MY Hink € Tatrcidns’ should
e thom o Court, Seopuse i€ Hey Hiogh
Arem iy o0 Ozen, Whatpwerge gou want
o coll ¥, Yy cany A aM‘thq Wong.

/RS ‘\'? (opsS
Ahe b 10 gl o ematving wpu_clidnt
Frow abnuif”'I woudny Wiy? WEIl 1 wad
W2 Yo \nw why T 0m 4oing, wouldn'¥

= K oo e\ ad, L
o X0\ wmwe copt? el \o! T wauld
Yote Yo nor \Cnow JAM \(ws' Like one
Wy Sisher £ Ototer Wewe gping 45 Hhe

s%nr&,m#' W d%eﬂ willed over bﬂf:aw&e W Were
Shigding .4 mysister didpr Uow.



Student Paper #2
(Sixth Grade Student)
High Average Example (“Being a Plebeian™)
Title: “Write It Down!™

o 1o wiite OCown laws'
whg? Beause ¥ opu odont e might
Goratt oc disobay Them. Some people hawd
bod womotlos # ned Yo (ead cerfain Hhing.

Live T std, & gou 0® Siee of
Opiwy o couct, Oppatantly going to court s
W2 gping o Keon. T would |wte i+ why?
Wﬂiﬁrs‘n Vpu Shouldn3- take SomeonZ o
Coury Lor Something -qu dont Khow. Second ,
When Gou wgle laws tell sergone -Last i
Oou malle new laws, weike Hhem Qown.
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Student Paper #2
(Sixth Grade Student)
Six Traits Scores and Commentary
High Average Example (“Being a Plebeian”)

Title: “Write It Down!”

Ideas and Content: [4]
e The writer shows insight about a narrow and manageable topic.
e The writing needs to be more specific to increase the strength of the argument.

Organization: [4]
e Each paragraph has a definite argument and purpose.
e The introduction established the writer’s reasons and the conclusion leaves the
reader with a sense of resolution.
e The sequencing shows logic, but looses consistency at the end.

Voice: [4]
e The tone adds interest to the message and is appropriate for the purpose and
audience.
e The writer takes a risk by exposing a passionate opinion.
e In afew places the style is a bit too casual for presenting an argument.

Word Choice: [3]
e The writer uses familiar words and communicates a message but fails to paint a
picture or add depth to the piece.

Sentence Fluency: [3]
e The sentences are presented with variety.
e The sentences are complete, but some are choppy.

Conventions: [3]
e Usually conventions are handled well.
e Minor proofreading would make this piece ready to publish.

OVERALL SCORE: [3.5]
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Student Paper #3
(Sixth Grade Student)

gA 0w T% C, Z AS f e ofie B o Lt

Ml of us hauve the right 1o see @nd keow #he huw!le pleb-
tias Are sick and h‘l“ﬂ‘dl-YOu parkrioia a5 e kezpiag the 18w fra
u.'n.} mr feAsSans Sre Rirst, it i3 3& unfaif.Nest, plebeians are

'wﬂ-.‘ And finally Parkicians dre ~adan,

T'ﬂ'ﬂ Andy M H"j ;dnnr 1o see us .A:.L.-J‘E-J adfta
court, Bt haw weuld you 'i:'-t!?usgfj you like it ?Uuuu you like

e Ste your chid inJa.i-"?H!hJ pnu!& fa,{irt--r;.

Iis 3q impn:i‘&.ﬁl‘“ for ¢very onn Hace the 12w, Becdgse
itis Sea LAFLAIC for us te be hmuled oFF ta caont. Like & buad
W sheep hti-\g Lﬂuhi of & f&bta.ﬁa&z‘hl Ao doat Knsw the taw Fou

he la,

Picheians have the right! One 88 & child T safor aberoh
Lt wis For mr&:‘a:&rﬁflaal put ;,.Ja,:f.-" He, wiy 1 sypposed

b kww?L did~k know the law !
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[ Student Paper #3
= {Sixth Grade Student)
Average Example (“Show the Laws”}
Title: “Write It Down!"

P'Lf‘!'ric;i.n: dre Mt&,rhﬁ\e.} &l feat us ! Tﬁw gﬁuﬂp_

WS faf uakaswa Ia,ws-l Plff'ﬁ'&fﬁmjs‘\uf ""FI- Iiis Unf-“&.'fi.

|
|
' Qa, eutry citizen has the right!Lf ya dont

;E:J.'-euejﬁmgf fiost, it 15 2 unfair.Nexs ¥, Plebeians have

ithe [ight .Aad finnally, Rrtricigns are medn! Show Hhe lay!

6-34



Student Paper #3
(Sixth Grade Student)
Six Traits Scores and Commentary
Average Example (“Show the Laws”)

Title: “Write It Down!”

Ideas and Content: [2]
e Though the argument is manageable, the reasons aren’t presented in a logical
manner.
e More detalil is needed to support the writer’'s reasons.

Organization: [3]
e There is a recognizable introduction and conclusion.
e Paragraphs and ideas are connected through the reasons established in the
introduction.

Voice: [4]
e The tone shows strong commitment and passion for the topic.
e In afew places the style is a bit too casual for presenting an argument. Jargon such
as “ya” is distracting.

Word Choice: [2]
e Some words are used redundantly.
e Most words or phrases are functional and convey the message, but they read as
though they were the writer’s first thoughts.

Sentence Fluency: [3]
e There is some variety in sentence length.
e Parts of the paper invite expressive oral reading.

Conventions: [3]
e The writer shows reasonable control over standard writing conventions.
e Some errors are distracting and impair readability.

OVERALL SCORE: [3]
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